


BUCKING THE SINGLE-VINEYARD TREND

ACCENDO
2018 Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley

Champions of terroir seem to have narrowed the concept into something of an obsession in 
single-vineyard wines. Burgundy, with its mosaic of tiny crus, might be the poster child for this. 
In the US, Bart and Daphne Araujo know the concept well, having played a part in elevating the 
trend in Napa. 
  However, in 2013, the Araujos embarked on tastings that led them back to the balance 
and longevity of earlier Napa Valley reds–wines made from multiple sites across the valley. So 
for their new Accendo Cellars brand, they pivoted to the art of the blend, mingling fruit from a 
mix of the valley’s most coveted vineyards, the strengths of each chosen wine, according to Bart, 
complementing the high points of all the others. 
 The result is their Accendo 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon, which was awarded 100 points by 
Antonio Galloni of Vinous. It’s a wine both powerful and plush–ripe-plum and black-raspberry 
flavors layered with savory notes, for perfect balance. $365
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