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Yannick
Benjamin

While most sommeliers want to be:
recognized for their blind-tasting
skills or pairing expertise, Yannick
Benjamin possesses not only that ;
prized palate but also an innate e d di e Vi finish. Rudi
sense of faimess that has led toa vith thi v a for Ames, who has
ploneering inclusiveness. Through f . o o f int bottles of Tor he
this rather unique combination, 4
he may have changed the way
restaurants wil be designed going
forward. Confined to @ wheelchair
since a 2003 car accident rendered . o
him paralyzed from the waist down, A N 3 2 3
Benjamin sold wine in a retal shop A . 1 i

and worked as a sommelier before . 0 i 1 | ACCENDO
opening Contento in Manhattan's STALW RTH A, cendo | f \

East Harlem s + He added . \ 1 " 5 [ N .
Srltisitenlinti st 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon, | Cellars 2018 Cabernet Sawvignon,

adaptive cutlery and braille menus. . \ J . A KALEY ELI . ,
el i Rutherford, Napa Valley ¥ et Napa Valley
‘sensitivity training. “Our goal
at Contentols togetrid of any Its hard to find a 2018 N 3 2 ! Champions of terrolr seem to h
anxieties someone with a disability a talente a a the concept into something of
‘may have when they go out to b Vi
eat and make them feel as free as E e s ~ et Sau viaNoN
possible,” says Benjamin. s ¢ y 2ois

Contento's award-winning wine 0
listis also inclusive, thoughina a
different way: It highlights wines Napa in 2012 to run the family
from regions often leftoff the fine- they decided to modernize and focus o
dining menus, such as older-vintage
icon wines from Chile and Argentina
and standouts such as a rosé from v
Chateau Musar in Lebanon’s Bekaa 2014 to the 2015 dr 1] pi e of th

Valley or a sparkler made with 2016 to smoke . b, } fruit from a mix alley’s most coveted
indigenous Armenian grapes from ! : vineyards, the strengths of cach chosen wine,
Keush winery. The wine list also 2 g ’ * ing to Bart, complementing the high

showcases wineries that promote
social and environmental programs.
One final note: Benjamin also
founded “Wine on Wheels,” a series
of charitable events that bring
sommeliers, wine and the public
together to raise money to benefit
individluals with mited mobilty.

points of all the others.

The result is their Accendo 2018 Cabernet
Sauvignon, which was awarded 100 points by
Antonio Galloni of Vinous. It's a wine both
powerful and plush—ripe-plum and black-
raspberry flavors layered with savory notes,
for perfect balance. $365

LUSTRATION BY PADLA WICIAK

By SARA L. SCHNEIDER

BUCKING THE SINGLE-VINEYARD TREND

ACCENDO
2018 Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley

Champions of terroir seem to have narrowed the concept into something of an obsession in
single-vineyard wines. Burgundy, with its mosaic of tiny crus, might be the poster child for this.
In the US, Bart and Daphne Araujo know the concept well, having played a part in elevating the
trend in Napa.

However, in 2013, the Araujos embarked on tastings that led them back to the balance
and longevity of earlier Napa Valley reds—wines made from multiple sites across the valley. So
for their new Accendo Cellars brand, they pivoted to the art of the blend, mingling fruit from a
mix of the valley’s most coveted vineyards, the strengths of each chosen wine, according to Bart,
complementing the high points of all the others.

The result is their Accendo 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon, which was awarded 100 points by
Antonio Galloni of Vinous. It's a wine both powerful and plush-ripe-plum and black-raspberry
flavors layered with savory notes, for perfect balance. $365



